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Good morning, my name is Jim Pace, I am Washington State Council 
for Vietnam Veterans America (VVA).  Thank you Chairman Alvarez 
and your colleagues for the opportunity to testify today at the VA 
Medical Center, regarding the Draft National CARES Plan for the 
delivery of health care to veterans who utilize VISN 20 in Vancouver, 
WA for care and treatment. 
 
The original concept for assessing the real-estate holdings and plans for 
the disposition of “excess” properties of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs makes sense.  No one wants to see money being wasted, money 
that could be better spent on rendering real health care to veterans.  
There is no question that the VA has so many buildings at various 
facilities that are expendable.  
 
Washington State Council of Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA), 
believe that this process has strayed from its original intent, and we have 
grave misgivings about the proposed market plan before you, for VISN 
20.  The four CBOCs that Washington State currently has provide 
primary care to veterans in Washington.  Other rural areas of the state, 
such as Leavenworth/Wenatchee and Bellingham require veterans to 
travel long distances.  It is my hope that the CARES Commission will 
address increasing the number of CBOCs in Washington State or at least 
opening the other four that were originally planned. 
 
Mr. Chairman, the proposed National Draft CARES Plan entitled 
VISN 20 Special Disability Program Planning Initiatives DID NOT 
include PTSD, Substance Abuse and Traumatic Brain Injuries.  VVA 
founding principle is “Never again will one generations of veterans 
abandon another”, we do not want this commission to abandon these 
programs which are vital to the VA for the care and treatment of the 
brave military men and women who are returning home from the war in 
Iraq and to those who served this country in past wars.     
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In conclusion, we feel that decisions made within the context of the 
proposed Draft National CARES Plan will effectively close beds, cut 
staffing, compromise services, and damaged the VA’s ability to respond 
to emerging needs of veterans.  We believe that this effort, no matter 
how well intended, will in many instances prove to be counterproductive 
and ultimately costly to rectify. 
 
Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to submit our statement for 
the record before this commission on behalf of Vietnam Veterans of 
America (VVA) Washington State Council.    
 
I will be more than happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 




















